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ORIGIN AE-06 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 AID-05 /0I2 R 

DRAETED BY AFAV:GADIES:MDL 
APPROVED BY AE:JJBLAKE 
AEAV:TWMSMITH 
AER/CWR:EGILBERT (SUB) 

027425 

O 270047Z PEB 76 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY COTONOU IMMEDIATE 
INEO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 047246 

EOR CHARGE FROM AF 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS:EAID, DM, US 

SUBJECT: COTONOU BRIDGE/DAM: VISIT OE S AND T REP PERERA 
REF: (A) COTONOU 344; (B) STATE 40623; (C) ABIDJAN 1813 

1 . IN REETEL (A) EMBASSY CONCURS IN VISIT OE S AND T 

REP PERERA TO COTONOU BEGINNING EEB 26 EOR PURPOSE DISCUSS- 
BRIDGE/DAM PROJECT WITH GPRB. REFTEL (B) ADVISES THAT 
DEPT IS CURRENTLY REVIEWING OPTIONS ON FUTURE OF OUR RELA- 
TIONS WITH BENIN, NONE OE WHICH CAN BE EXCLUDED AT THIS 
TIME. INCLUDED IN THESE OPTIONS IS SUSPENSION OE ASSISTANCE 
TO BENIN. ACCORDINGLY, QUESTION OE PERERA VISIT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN REEERRED TO DEPARTMENT EOR DECISION IN LIGHT ALL 
RELEVANT EACTORS. 

2. WE ASSUME EROM REE (C) THAT PERERA IS ALREADY IN COTONOU 
IE SO, EMBASSY SHOULD ADVISE HIM THAT USG IS AWAITING 
RESOLUTION OF HICKENLOOPER PROBLEM BEFORE REACHING DECISION 
ON BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION. THEREFORE, PERERA SHOULD REEEAIN 
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FROM IMPLYING IN COHTACTS WITH GPRB OFFICIALS THAT USG HAS 
MADE DECISION ON BRIDGE PROJECT OR THAT HIS VISIT IS OTHER 
THAN TECHNICAL IN CHARACTER. CONSISTENT WITH THIS POSITION, 
EMBASSY/AID OEEICIALS SHOULD NOT RPT NOT ACCOMPANY PERERA 
ON VISITS TO GPRB OFEICIALS. INGERSOLL 
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